


I came to live in Brunswick 
when it was old and I was young. 
Now, I am older and Brunswick 
is young again.

When I first arrived in Brun-
swick in the late 70s, the people 
living in my street were mostly 
ageing migrants who had come 
here seeking a better life than 
the one they had left behind in 
southern Europe or the Middle 
East. 

Their children, fulfilling 
those aspirations, had moved 
on to more well-to-do suburbs 

away from the menial jobs and 
daily struggle with language and 
poverty faced by their parents. 

Many of my neighbours 
worked at the Chef factory at 
the end of the street. Their gar-
dens were well-established with 
olive and fruit trees, vegies and 
herbs and in the evenings, the 
air would be rich with delicious 
and sometimes ‘exotic’ cooking 
smells. It was not unusual to be 
given a bag of home-grown to-
matoes, a jar of olives or a bottle 
of grappa from neighbours. 

Today, our street is largely 
populated by young profession-
als and their kids. Some who are 
now eagerly buying their way in 
are the daughters and sons of 
the people who established the 
great multicultural feel in the 
suburb during the 70s and 80s. 
The issues facing these people 
are different now but a sense 
of community lingers despites 
their busyness. 

At the end of the year there 
is always a street party where we 
can catch up; when bad things 
happen, people gather to share 
their views; and when there is 
news to convey, it spreads 

quickly. Instead of tomatoes 
and olives, these days we swap 
good wine and gossip.

In 1980, when I told people 
where I lived, they would say 
‘Brunswick? Oh’. It was repeated 
so often that I eventually just 
shortened it to ‘Brunswicko’. At 
the time I thought these com-
ments betrayed some sort of 
unspoken apprehension about 
things that were unfamiliar in 
other, largely Anglo settings. 

Now, when I tell people 
where I live, they say ‘Brunswick 
– ah!’

• Check out the Super Massive 
Open Slather Second Hand 
Street Sale - suitcases, blankets 
and bargains, oh my!

• The Good Brew Company 
will be sampling and selling its 
world famous kombucha!

• Join a Singing Circle with Get 
Your Sing On!

• Anstey’s very own Royal Nut 
Company will be supplying 
festivalgoers with healthy free 
snacks all day...

• ... and so will local legends 
Tabet’s Bakery!

• Little River will be hosting a 
pop-up café, serving coffee, 
iced tea, and vegetarian and 
vegan sweets!

FLORENCE AND (THE) 
M’ZINES

Visit the Nightingale Warehouse 
between 3.30 and 7pm to browse 
and buy a selection of indepen -
dently printed books from local 
artists and Melbourne zine col-
lectives, including Alex E Clark’s 
cult classic ‘Cats of Brunswick I 
Have Touched’. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANSTEY VILLAGE BETTER BLOCK PARTY

A FREE LUNCH

ARCHITECTURE, PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT, URBAN AC-
TIVATION ET CETERA

POLLEN STUDIOSURBAN DESIGN IDEAS EXHIBITION

Look out  
for...

Anstey Village Market’s wares 
are as rich and diverse as its 

residents! 
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PRESENTING THE MOST              
COMPREHENSIVE AND 
DEMOCRATIC MAP 
OF BRUNSWICK EVER 
CONSTRUCTED 

VO L . I  I S S U E  I

The Nightingale Warehouse 
is playing host to a variety of 
design concepts from artists, 
designers and architects in 
Anstey Village. 
	 The exhibition will 
be showcasing the differ -
ent ways we think about our 
neihgbourhood space, how 
it can be improved, and what 
the lasting effects of renewing 
the urban landscape may be. 
	 The transformative 
exhibition is taking place in 
the gallery space of the ware-
house, and is open to viewing 
by all partygoers.

The views and fantasies expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily shared by our sponsors. We thank them for allowing us this freedom of expression.;

The upstanding folks at Graceland Presents have curated a pro-
gram of live music throughout  the day at the Anstey Village Block 
Party. From local acts to world music groups, there’s a little some-
thing for everyone. Listen out for sets from Ezekiel Sneezed, Jane 
Cameron, Sam Schofield, Peny Bohan, Aarti, Mandy Connell, 
James Fahy, DJ Mayinca, Flower Of Life, David Craft, Winter Na-
tional, 19th Century Strong Men, Monique Shelford, DJ Gavin Pow-
er, and a special performance by the O’Ziriguidum Samba School!

MUSIC

FREE RANGE PEOPLE Workshops

12:00pm

1:30pm 

3:00pm

3:00pm

4:30pm

4:30pm Acro Massage

Vinyasa Flow Yoga

Rainbow of Desire Theatre

Vinyl Appliqué Jewellery

Contact Dance

Non-Violent Communication

CROSSWORD

A DAY ON THE GREEN
ANSTEY VILLAGE GETS AN 
OVERHAUL WITH HELP 
FROM THE BRUNSWICK 
TOOL LIBRARY

Completing the park-style 
vision of the Anstey Vil-

lage Block Party is no small 
feat, but with the efforts of 
the Brunswick Tool Library 
and some enthusiastic volun-
teers, Anstey will be springing 
to life with beautiful planter 
boxes and upcycled furniture 
across the neighbourhood!  
	 All the furnishings and green-
ery for the project are locally 
sourced from community garden 
projects, donated and salvaged 
materials, and hours of volunteer 
work put in by  Village residents.  
	 Along with providing a lush 
and beautiful setting for the 
party, it gives Anstey Villagers 
the opportunity to think about 
the space they live in, and how 
greenery can transform their 
environment.

ON THE MAPCOPY CATS

BRUNSWICK-O

Local artists present their 
reminiscences of Brunswick 

as it has been, reflections on 
what it could become, and 
the dramatic metamorphosis 
in between, In a little gallery 
standing as a last bastion; wit-
ness to the soaring monoliths 
of a Brunswick in rebirth.  
The map is a two-week large-
scale collaborative exercise in 
mapmaking. Local residents, 
past and present, are invited 
to annotate our walls with 
their landmarks, anecdotes, 
and secret knowledge. This 

piece, hosted at Brunswickarts, 
will culminate in its relocation 
to Nightingale Warehouse as an 
enormous pasteup for the Street 
Party.

Participation is open to the 
public, we will not be checking 
artistic credentials at the door. 
Brunswick is changing, it cannot 
be forgotten.

AN OPEN TABLE WITH FRIENDS

Melbourne to enrich the lives 
of residents, bringing together 
people of all backgrounds to 
enjoy a diverse, inclusive expe-
rience. 
	 Open Table will be provid-
ing attendees of the Anstey 
Village Better Block Party with 
a delicious free feast from 
1.00pm, cooked by volunteers 
and with surplus and salvaged 
food from local initiatives and 
businesses.

The hard-working hands behind Open Table have two goals with 
every handsome feast they provide- to minimise food waste, and  

to get people to come together in their neighbourhood. Utilising re-
sources from a variety of community gardens and organisations such 
as SecondBite and Foodbank, Open Table act as part of Sustainable

(Oussou, cont’d) Arty party
Roll your sleeves up, it’s time to get creative!

Festival-goers will be invited to participate in a variety of 
art installations throughout the day!  From the transforma-
tion of Florence Street to collaborative sculpture, there is 
plenty to get involved with.   Leave your mark on the Desire 
Lines Map of Brunswick, home to hundreds of memo-
ries new and old, as it moves from Brunswickarts to the 
Nightingale Warehouse ;  participate in still-life drawing ; 
learn to make your own zines; collaborate on the Detritus 
chandelier, or let your kids express themselves with role-
reversed face painting! This will all culminate in the open-
ing of the Common Grounds Gallery at 9 Florence Street.  

WALK THIS WAY!

Our neighbourhood is home 
to a magical maze of alleys, 

backstreets and bike paths that are 
nearly invisible to Sydney Road. Get 
to know the labyrinth in your back 
yard with a variety of treasure hunts 
and adventure walks throughout the 
day! The fun starts at 1.30 with the 
Moop Patrol Guided Walk, teaching 
kids and adults alike to care for their 
environment. Things get weird and 
wild at 2.22pm with The Situational-
ists’ Walking Tour; and to finish off, 
the Great Anstey Treasure Hunt at 
3.30pm!

ADVENTURE TIME

Special thanks to Dan Nunan 
of Pollen Studios for co-ordi-
nating the Urban Design Ideas 
Exhibition!

Bee kind
How to help the girls at your rooftop apiary

The bees on the Commons rooftop are busy as 
ever as the colder months start to creep in. They 
are responsible for keeping our neighbourhood in 
bloom, but we can make their lives easier! 

•  Bees love a variety of herbs and flowers, with 
basil being  a favourite, but this can be harder to 
cultivate in the colder months. Oregano, rose-
mary, sage and parsley are all hardy herbs that 
bees will gather around, with the added bonus of 
being great kitchen staples!
•If you find sleepy bees on your balcony or win -
dow ledge, give them a tiny amount of sugar-water 
to pep them up for the ride home.
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MISSED CONNECTION

I noticed we had the same qui-
noa toasts with buttered kale for 
brunch. Prana chai for two?

GUERILLA GARDENING

Not that we would have anything 
to do with it... who doesn’t love a 
few more plants?

A huge thank-
you to all 
our fantastic      
volunteers!   
We couldn’t do 
this without 
you.
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MISSED CONNECTION

No, really, I missed the train 
and now I have to wait another 
twenty minutes... wanna grab a 
coffee at Steam Junkies?

SPREAD THE WORD

#ansteyvillage           

on twitter,    

tumblr and       

instagram!

Plenty of the older generation, as 
well as younger people, attend the 
bar. They bring an authentic Aussie 
feel to the bar- they were the hip-
sters in their day, I’m sure!”

What is less noticeable but rather 
subtly present is the Senegalese in-
fluence on Bar Oussou. When asked 
about the West African influence 
on Bar Oussou, Mary beautifully 
explains exactly what Oussou brings 
to the table.

“The Senegalese have a beauti-
ful word, ‘Teranga’, which literally 
means hospitality, but it’s a way of 
life. Teranga is the spirit of camara-
derie, tolerance, and acceptance of 
one another. In Bar Oussou we want 
all of our customers to feel welcome, 
safe and part of a wider community.”

Music and entertainment is key to 
Oussou. Every evening you can see 
a whole range of musicians, singers, 
poets and spoken word artists per -
forming to an enthusiastic crowd. 
“We’ve been developing this side 
of Bar Oussou and it’s been a great 
success. Having a background in 
entertainment and performance as 
well, I have lots of ideas as to how 
we can improve the space for our 
performers and offer more to our 
customers.”

Oussou’s menu is awesome. The 
author of this article has yet to have 
a better burger and chips in all of 
Melbourne (and believe me, I’ve 
tried plenty), Senegalese dishes 
are creeping onto the menu on 
weekends, the freshly made pizzas 
are out of this world… and all this 
for $10 or less! Oussou has a strong 
commitment to its customers to 
make it an affordable place to hang 
out, socialize and feel part of the 
Oussou family.

For full program details, visit

ansteybetterblock.tumblr.com

BLOCK PARTY MUST-SEES!

7:00am-10am Collaborative 
Street Painting!
10.30am-12.30pm – Sun saluta-
tions at Common Grounds Yoga!
12pm –Markets, Exhibitions and 
Food stalls OPEN!
12-7pm – Live music and DJs on 
solar sound system
12-6pm – Workshop Program!
1pm – FREE Lunch with Open 
Table!
1 – 4pm FREE Massage at Com-
mon Grounds Yoga!
1.30pm- MOOP Patrol Guided 
Walk!
2:22pm- The Situationalists’ 
Walking Tour!
3:30pm- Anstey Village Treasure 
Hunt (PRIZES!)
6.30pm –Common Grounds art 
gallery opening!
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